[From the collection of instruments at the Museum of medical history. Tourniquets and compressors].
This article calls attention to the extensiveness of our collection of instruments we have chosen to publish a description of the tourniquets and compressors. The era of these instruments is limited, that is to say from the discovery by Morel in 1674 to Esmarch about 1870. The many different types mentioned in the literature are richly represented. They are named after the originators, who were the great surgeons and instrumentmakers at that time. In the oldest existing list of the instruments dated from 1760 more of the tourniquets are recorded, others are included in a protocol dated 1875. A hand-written book with lecture-notes from 1860 shows evidence of the level of education in surgery.